Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Telecommunications and Energy
Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company
Docket Nos. D.T.E. 02-24/25
Responses to the Department's Sixth Set of Information Requests

Request No. DTE 6-29 (Gas):
Refer to work papers supporting Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Exh. 12. Please explain the
derivation of the historical plant investment data.

Response:

The historical plant data shown on workpapers supporting Schedule JLH-6 (Gas) Exhibit
12 (reference page 10 of the workpapers), came from DOT reports. In the DOT report,
the total miles of main are shown at end of year. The total amount of new mains
installed is therefore the difference in the total company miles of main between the
current year and the prior year. Also, the amount of mains replaced is shown for each
year in the DOT report. Attachment DTE-6-29 provides the DOT reports for 1997
through 2001. A conversion factor of 5,286 ft/mile was used in error in calculating the
amounts shown on page 10 of the workpapers, however, since the mileage shown on
the DOT report is rounded to the nearest mile the error has no significance.

The unit cost of mains is calculated using the company estimating model which is
updated every year with information regarding costs (e.g. stock costs, material costs,
labor costs, etc.). For each year from 1989 through 2001, a sample project was used for
that year and the project was run through the estimating model for that year resulting in
the estimated unit cost per foot of main installed.

Person Responsible: James L. Harrison
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